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From the Administration 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
As always, there is a lot going 
on at LMS. Teachers continue to 
receive professional 
development under the umbrella 
of Engaging Schools, which we 
wrote about in the November 
newsletter. This month we built 
upon the work we have been 
doing by discussing the thinking 
of Dr. Howard Gardner, Professor of Education at Harvard University. 
 
Some teachers have started to use a new online application called MobyMax. 
This software adjusts to the student’s level and helps them close learning gaps. 
So far, teachers have been using this app at school, but students can use it 24/7 
at home to sharpen skills in all of their core subjects. 
 
You may be interested to know that your child can earn College Tuition 
Rewards by participating in the annual Middle School fundraiser.  
 
LMS is offering a couple of after-school/evening enrichment activities. One is 
a Read Across America event where your middle schoolers bring their little 
brothers and sisters to school to hear a story and make a craft. The other is a 
cartooning workshop called LMS ‘Toon Time.  
 
Finally, we hope you save the dates for the upcoming Middle School Talent 
Show, School Play, and Evening with the Arts. These events are always well 
done and worth attending. 
 
All of these items and more appear in this issue of the newsletter. We hope 
you enjoy it. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joyce Nelson - Principal 
Christopher Fontaine - Assistant Principal 

https://www.facebook.com/Leicester-MS-Massachusetts-425646357607953/?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LeicesterMiddle
mailto:nelsonj@lpsma.net
https://twitter.com/fontaineclms
mailto:fontainec@lpsma.net


 

The November LMS 
Newsletter discussed 
Engaging Schools, a 
program that helps 
schools develop a 
systematic, positive 

approach to school discipline and strengthens teacher 
effectiveness in the classroom. This year all of the school’s 
teacher professional development time is being devoted to the 
successful implementation of this program.  
 
At the February 8 professional development workshop, Ms. 
Nelson built upon the tenets of Engaging Schools by 
presenting the thinking of Dr. Howard Gardner, Professor of 
Education at Harvard University.  
 
Ms. Nelson’s presentation was based on an article found in 
the online publication, Edutopia, entitled “Big Thinkers: 
Howard Gardner on Multiple Intelligences.” While Dr. 
Gardner’s thinking is not new, it definitely fits under the 
Engaging Schools umbrella, which is all about getting 
students to take ownership of their learning. 
 
Some important takeaways from the article are: 

● There is a massive amount of evidence that unless 
students take a very active role in what they're 
studying, unless they learn to ask questions, to do 
things hands on, to essentially recreate things in their 
own mind and transform them as is needed, the ideas 
just disappear. 

● Memorizing names, facts, and definitions does not 
produce long-term understanding. 

● We all have different intellectual strengths, which 
dictate how we learn. Because we all process 
information differently, a one size fits all approach in 
the classroom really doesn’t work. 

 
(Continued in the right column) 

● Everything can be taught in more than one way, and 
anything that's learned can be presented in more than 
one way. 

● Fundamental change is needed in the curriculum so 
that students develop depth of knowledge and 
enduring understanding. 

● Teachers must be clear about what they want students 
to know and be able to do.  

● Teachers must provide timely feedback so that 
students can determine for themselves what is going 
well and what is not going well. 

 
Professor Gardner is best 
known for his theory of 
multiple intelligences, 
which holds that the 
traditional notion of 
intelligence, based on I.Q. 
testing, is far too limited. 
Instead, Dr. Gardner 
proposes eight different 
intelligences to account for a broader range of human 
potential in children and adults. These intelligences are: 

● Linguistic (“word smart”) 
● Logical-mathematical (“number/reasoning smart”) 
● Spatial (“picture smart”) 
● Bodily-Kinesthetic (“body smart”) 
● Musical (“music smart”) 
● Interpersonal (“people smart”) 
● Intrapersonal (“self smart”) 
● Naturalist (“nature smart”) 

 
During the professional development workshop, teachers 
were asked to take a multiple intelligences self-assessment to 
learn about their own intellectual strengths. By taking this 
assessment, teachers can consider how this theory might be 
applied in the classroom to improve teaching and learning. 

 

http://middle.leicester.schoolfusion.us/modules/groups/homepagefiles/cms/1550428/File/Newsletters%202016-2017/November2016LMSNewsletter%20(1).pdf?sessionid=6cbe94059afc885f35e354874ebc51e6
http://middle.leicester.schoolfusion.us/modules/groups/homepagefiles/cms/1550428/File/Newsletters%202016-2017/November2016LMSNewsletter%20(1).pdf?sessionid=6cbe94059afc885f35e354874ebc51e6
https://www.edutopia.org/multiple-intelligences-howard-gardner-video#graph1
https://www.edutopia.org/multiple-intelligences-howard-gardner-video#graph1
https://www.edutopia.org/multiple-intelligences-assessment


 
MobyMax is an online tool that teachers can use to find and 
fix learning gaps. MobyMax’s adaptive curriculum creates an 
individualized education plan for each student, allowing 
gifted students to progress as quickly as they like, while 
simultaneously ensuring that remedial students get the extra 
instruction they need. 
 
Originally some teachers at the Middle School were using 
MobyMax as an intervention tool in math and reading. 
However, it is such a great tool, that the administration 
decided to introduce it to the entire school. At the last 
professional development workshop, Ms. Christine Bugbee 
(math teacher) and Ms. Nikki O’Connor (reading teacher) 
demonstrated the system to the other teachers. Many 
remarked that this is a great tool; now some are assigning 
lessons to students, which allows them to better assess their 
students’ growth towards mastering essential standards. 
 
According to Ms. Nelson, “This type of tool fits well under 
the umbrella of Engaging Schools because it allows students 
to learn at their own pace and at their own level. It also 
provides immediate feedback to the student and the teacher. 
With this system, students can take greater ownership of their 
learning.” 
 
If you would like your child to use 
MobyMax at home for sharpening 
skills in the core subjects, it is 
available 24/7 at mobymax.com. 
The school code is 1016. We 
encourage you to take advantage of 
this great tool. 

 

 
Did you know that your child can earn college tuition rewards 
simply by participating in the LMS annual fundraiser through 
Great American Opportunities? By selling magazines and 
cookie dough, students can earn Tuition Reward Points: $100 
in sales earns 1,000 points; $250 in sales earns 2,500 points. 
 
Over 360 private colleges and universities across America 
participate in this exciting program. In Massachusetts alone, 
there are 13 participating schools, including Clark University 
and Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI). 
 
Here’s how the program works: 

● LMS chooses Great American for the annual 
fundraiser. 

● Students reach either the $100 or $250 sales level in 
their fundraising efforts. 

● Great American provides a “Rewards Certificate” to 
be given to the parent, providing an authorization 
code based on sales level achieved. 

● Parents register their students at Tuition Rewards, 
and enter their authorization code, allowing points to 
be added to their account. 

● Students redeem their points as they are ultimately 
accepted and then attend their chosen college or 
university. 

 
This year, LMS students earned 112,000 Tuition Rewards 
Points. If your child earned points, they should have received 
a certificate. Click here to learn more about this program and 
how to register your child's accumulated points.  
 
This is a great incentive to get your child involved in the 
annual fundraiser. Please keep it in mind for next year. 
 

 

 

http://www.mobymax.com/
http://middle.leicester.schoolfusion.us/modules/groups/homepagefiles/cms/1550428/File/Newsletters%202016-2017/TR-GAO-Overview.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
LMS “Toon Time” 
On four Tuesdays in a row, LMS is offering a “pop-up” 
after-school enrichment activity called LMS ‘Toon Time. 
This is an opportunity for your child to learn how to draw 
cartoons from scratch.  
 
Students will learn how to draw funny characters in action 
and create their own cartoon “alter ego” or alternative 
personality. They will 
learn the difference 
between cartoon 
strips, gags, comic 
books, and doodles 
and try out different 
pens and pencils. They 
will learn a three step 
process to complete 
their cartoons: plan it, 
sketch it, ink it.  
 
This popup activity is being done in conjunction with the 
LMS Art Club. Thanks to Ms. Dusty for volunteering to help 
bring this activity to our Middle School students. The activity 
will be held as follows: 
 

Date:     Tuesday, February 28 
              Tuesday, March 7 
              Tuesday, March 14 
              Tuesday, March 21 
Time:     2:15 PM - 3:30 PM 
Place:     LMS Art Room 
Cost:      FREE! 
 

Permission slips are available in the art room, or you can sign 
up online by clicking on the online form. We hope you will 
consider taking advantage of this fun enrichment activity. 

 
Thursday, March 2 is Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday! Schools all 
over the country celebrate 
this day with an event called 
Read Across America. 
 
LMS CommuniTeen is 
celebrating this joyous 
occasion by sponsoring a 
Read Across America Night. 
CommuniTeen is inviting 
middle school students to 
bring their little sisters and brothers to school to hear a story, 
make a craft, and eat a snack (Pre-K to Grade 2). This event 
will be held as follows: 
 

Date:     Thursday, March 2 
Time:     6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
Place:     LMS Library 
Cost:      FREE! 

 
If you would like your children to participate in this event, 
sign up forms are located in the library and the cafeteria or 
you can sign up online using the online form. We hope that 
you will consider bringing your children to this fun event! 
 
 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/a/lpsma.net/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfKFmHRhBEAKtd5E305VsRQPnP0iVcTDfUSlrOM4AN0BfNGw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/a/lpsma.net/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-Lwat1Dfx3Dzz4hEoXLfdOqmUrBdYTc3fwpHvUyZQxhawpQ/viewform


Here’s a remarkable email from 7th grader 
Delia Shea to Ms. Nelson: 

 
My name is Delia Shea, and I am a 
currently in seventh grade. I wanted to 
include the community in contributing to 
something I am passionate about, and I 

thought the following would be a great way to do so.  
 
First of all, when I was four and a half years old, I went into 
surgery at Boston Children's Hospital because I had a 
coarctation of the aorta, meaning one of my main arteries had 
a small narrowed piece just behind the heart. Before the 
surgery, I didn't have a pulse from the waist down. I was at 
the hospital for a week, and I don't remember much. 
However, one of my vague memories was sitting on the 
hospital bed, and a nurse bringing in a big box made to look 
like a treasure chest. It was filled with toys, and I got to pick 
one out and eventually take it home. It lifted my spirits  

(Continued in the right column) 

tremendously. It was only later that my mom explained to me 
that the idea behind the treasure chest was to help children 
with taking their many medications and to get through the 
hard times.  
 
So, what I wanted to do is give back 
to the place that saved my life, and 
organize a fundraiser to donate toys 
to put into the treasure chest. I am 
asking you because I want to get the 
students to donate, too. I believe that 
with your help I can reach my goal of 
one hundred toys to donate by the 
end of February (February is 
American Heart Month). 
 
We are so proud of Delia for taking on this important work. 
So far she has collected almost 200 toys! If you would like to 
make a contribution, the toy drive is ongoing until the end of 
February. Thanks for all your support! 

 
Congratulations to all the LMS students who made the honor roll in the last marking period. 

 
Grade 8 Honor Roll 

 

Highest Honors High Honors Honors 

Charley Blair 
Colby Constantine 
Spencer Cote 
Alexa Dufries 
Marissa Gebhardt 
Kyle Jackson 
Ava LaPointe 
Liam Pataky 
Kaitlyn Rutter 
Delaney Sherman 
Jenna Soden 
Carley Stone 

Kya Birtz 
Sydney Brooks 
Matthew Brown 
Sean Brown 
Adrian Carrasquillo 
Isabella Connery 
Jared Dahlgren 
Michael Gebhardt 
Connor Hayes 
Olivia Luczyk 
Maria Morris 
Isabella Ortiz 
Isabella Sosa 

Elizabeth Blais-Bennett 
Reaghan Brunnell 
Laci Burtt 
Ryan Butler 
Stephen Collins 
Hannah Dufries 
Olivia Ellis 
Benjamin Granville 
Jenna Hennessy 
Anton Horn 
Brielle Laurent 
Ridwanliah Lawal 
Gage Lembo 
Tyler McKay 
John Nichols 
Joshua Orsi 
Alyssia Pham 
Gionni Spagnuolo 
Jacob Zawalich 



Grade 7 Honor Roll 

 

Highest Honors High Honors Honors 

Evan Benoit 
Amelia Benware 
Riley Boisvert 
Sarah Brouillard 
Arah Chmielowski 
Brendan Crowley 
Maria DeMeglio 
Victoria Ditaranto 
Randy Ethier 
Rian Fadden 
Morgan Flodman 
Alexis Goodney 
Grace Guinee 
Abigail Johnson 
Ja’nya Johnson 
Seth Larson 
Casey Macaruso 
Allyson Mahoney 
Morgan Merrell 
Abigail Morrison 
Jenna Erin Nelson 
Meghan Niddrie 
Jahmaira Pye 
Eden Riel 
Delia Shea 
Morgan Smith 
Timothy St. John 
Kyle Stapel 
Julianna Torres 
Taylor Torres 
Shannon Tuson 
Brady White 
Lindsey Wickson 

Kayla Alves 
Michael Barbato 
Bryson Bujak 
Andy Cai 
Richard Cichowski 
Jordan Clarke 
Emily Connolly 
Anthony Direnzo 
Breana Escobar 
Andrew Gaudet 
Erin Gerber 
Deanna Herbert 
Jason LaBombard 
Connor Linehan 
Charles Martinelli 
Michael Mero 
Sydney Merrell 
Nicholas Michaelian 
Theodore Miller 
Zavier Morales 
Justin Muturi 
Courtney Stockwell 
Joseph Tivnan 
Andrew Zawalich 

Lexie Arcouette 
Erin Arsenault 
Nichole Bahingire 
Matthew Bugbee 
Paiten Bulak 
Brett Carroll 
Timothy Cehon 
Meghan Connolly 
Jason Fontaine 
Ryan Gagne 
Paige Gaudet 
Savannah Gravel 
Matthew Heffernan 
Kayla Kobel 
Madelyne Libby-Toler 
Kristopher Lopriore 
Connor Lougee 
Mya Osborn 
Alissa Racki 
Olivia Rosado 
Xavier Rosado 
Jada Smith 
Veronica Stasiewicz 

 
 
 

Here’s how the honor roll calculation is made: 
 
 

Highest Honors - All grades must be 90 or higher 
High Honors - All grades must be 85 or higher 
Honors - All grades must be 80 or higher 
 
Calculations are made at the end of each term or trimester.  
 

 
 

 



Grade 6 Honor Roll 
 

Highest Honors High Honors Honors 

Johnathon Beford 
Eric Belair 
Abigail Bernabei 
Danielle Birchett 
Ayva Connor 
James Cosper 
Jonathan Dahlgren 
Cole Delage 
Abby Doku 
Nikolas Gillaspie 
Nikita Grammatic 
Annalisa Hair 
Tyler Herron 
Eleanor Hills 
Annie Hunt 
Deven Kularski 
Hailey Lazarevic 
Molly Ledbetter 
Jaedyn Levine 
Ariana Levitan 
Derek Mahoney 
Jacob McGrail 
Victor Moisan 
Lily Peterson 
Deegan Powers 
Ana Ruggieri 
Haley Soden 
Yenaila Torres-Cheung 
Andy Vega 

Sofia Acero 
Kathy Cai 
Katie Choquette 
Nina Dykas 
Sofia Gallati 
Mitchel Giggey 
Lianna Jennings 
Alliance Johnson 
Izabella Kulla 
Kelton Leveillee 
Michael Mallozzi 
Stephen Matavao 
Braydyn Mercier 
Griffin Metcalf 
Jason Milgate 
Brier Pedersen 
Erick Portillo Munoz 
Grace Reinke 
Jillian Rose 
Samuel Witkowski 
 

Kaitlyn Bashista 
Ayden Beique 
Olivia Beltran 
Nicole Blais-Bennett 
Dakota Boulay 
Jack Bullock 
Emelia Casello 
Jazmine Dostman 
Michael Fenner 
Joely Fontaine 
Emma Fournier 
Maura Granville 
Genesis Lajoie 
Sean Le 
Juliana Linehan 
Katrina Lippe 
Sarah O’Connor 
Rhyen Perry 
Stephanie Pierce 
Kissee Richards 
Kaylana Ryan 
Adam Sheard 
Nicholas Soldi 
Ainsleigh Spaulding 
Elizabeth Tebo 
Aleczander Thompson 
Ethan Torres 
Jacob van Lingen 
Tiffany White 
Jacob Whitworth 
Connor Wilson 

 
 

 
The LMS Talent 
Show will include 
singing, dancing, 
comedy, and many 
other surprises! It 
will be held as 
follows: 

Date:      Tuesday, February 28 
Time:     6:30 PM  
Place:     LHS Fine Arts Center 
Cost:       $5.00 at the door 

This year the LMS Play is 
“The Great American 
Talent Show.” The play 
will be held as follows: 
 
Date:      March 24 and 25 
Time:     TBA 
Place:     LMS Auditorium 
 
The annual Evening with the Arts will be held on March 28 
at LHS. All schools participate in this wonderful event by 
bringing art, music, and live performances to the community.  
 
We hope you will save the dates for all of these events. 

 



 
The Massachusetts Family Voice for  

Children's Mental Health 
 

The Parent/Professional Advocacy League (PPAL) is a 
statewide family organization dedicated to improving the 
mental health and well being of children, youth and families 
through education, advocacy and partnership.  
 
PPAL's next Parent Support Group meeting will focus on 
trauma and the parenting experience and will be facilitated by 
Genevieve Kane-Howse from UMass Medical School 
Trauma Training Center. If you are interested in attending 
this meeting, contact: 
 

Kristen Solaras, LSW  
Family Support Specialist 
ksolaras@ppal.net 

 
If you are unable to join PPAL for this meeting, you will 
have the opportunity to hear Ms. Kane-Howse at the group’s 
monthly statewide meeting on March 14. Again, contact 
Kristen Solaras for details. 
 
Nurse Substitutes Needed! 
Are you a parent or community member who is an RN or 
LPN? Do you have time to work (on call) in our schools? If 
so, Leicester Public Schools needs you to become a substitute 
nurse. You can choose your days to work, and training will 
be provided.  It's a great way to give back to your 
community.  Please go online to apply. Nurse Application 

MCAS Schedule 
MCAS testing will be conducted on the following dates: 
 

April 3 ELA Grade 6 

April 4 ELA Grade 6 

April 5 ELA Grade 7 

April 6 ELA Grade 7 

April 7 ELA Makeups 

April 11 ELA Grade 8 

April 12 ELA Grade 8 

April 13 ELA Makeups 

May 2 Math Grade 7 

May 3 Math Grade 7 

May 4 Math Makeups 

May 5 Math Makeups 

May 8 Math Grade 8 

May 9 Math Grade 8 

May 10 Math Grade 6 

May 11 Math Grade 6 

May 12 Math Makeups 

May 15 STEM Grade 8 

May 16 STEM Grade 8 

May 17 STEM Makeups 

May 19 All Makeups 

May 22 All Makeups 

May 23 All Makeups 

May 24 All Makeups 

 
 

 

http://leicester.schoolfusion.us/modules/groups/homepagefiles/cms/1550426/File/Substitute%20Nurse.pdf?sessionid=db3a604b94ab57fe2cfae1cae67ecc2c

